F irst, we thank the authors of the comment for the interest and detailed remarks on our article (Bourgault et al., 2015) . However, the comment compares our description of lateral podzolization at Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest, New Hampshire (HB) to that described in catenas where differences in drainage were more pronounced and the lowest elevation soils were poorly drained, causing reducing conditions and complete removal of Fe (Mattson and Lönnemark, 1939; Tamm, 1950; Buurman et al., 2013a Buurman et al., , 2013b . In these cases, the prevalence of lateral saturated groundwater flow was established and led to chemical and morphological changes along the catena. Lateral podzolization in such "groundwater podzols" is not the process occurring at HB, where groundwater in the solum is transient, the differences in drainage are more subtle, and therefore podzol genesis and micromorphology are more similar along catenas. Soils found in the lowest slope positions at HB fall within the range of well-drained to somewhat poorly drained.
We disagree that there is not a dominant effect of lateral flow on soil morphology at HB. Horizonation is quite different, with spodic horizons twice as thick in laterally developed podzols compared with vertically developed podzols, although we consider both saturated and unsaturated lateral flow to be important in the formation of HB podzols due to evidence from tensiometer data (Gannon, 2014). In upper slope positions, transient saturation occurs throughout the solum on an event basis but dissipates between events; in lower slope positions, mid to lower portions of the solum are saturated more frequently and with a longer recession between events (Bailey et al., 2014; Gannon et al., 2014) . However, there is little evidence of reducing conditions due to the fact that redoximorphic features are mostly lacking and there are high dithionite-and oxalate-extractable Fe contents even in the zones that are perennially saturated. We suggest that continuous lateral flow from steep slopes may provide oxygenated water to the lower solum in such cases (Bourgault, 2014) . It is possible that there could be Fe concentrations in the laterally developed spodic horizons but, if present, they are not visible due to masking by amorphous organometallic complexes (AOC).
Regarding the comment about AOC not migrating downward in podzols that already have an E horizon, we disagree due to the high metal content of the O horizons, thought to be due to biocycling (Blume and Schwertmann, 1969; Bourgault, 2014) . We do agree that lateral podzolization is not only a recent process, suggesting in our article that it is dynamic and may be enhanced through acid deposition. We also agree that hydrophobicity of the spodic horizon is a transient property and may only partially explain lateral unsaturated water flux, which is most parallel to
